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This trail offers an exceptional and
varied flora, several holm oaks and wild
flowers to admire. A waterfall and two
viewpoints can also be found in this
picturesque landscape 

This itinerary reminds the wide-open spaces, so
well represented by the large birds of prey flying
over vast territories and reassuring us with their
presence in the preservation of nature.

Useful information

Practice : By foot 

Duration : 3 h 30 

Length : 10.5 km 

Trek ascent : 420 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Boucle 

Themes : Fauna, Flora, Point de
vue, Archéologie et histoire 

Le Circaète (Circaetus – « Snake
Eagle »)
Malepère - Montclar 

(Julie DIMUR) 
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Trek

Departure : MONTCLAR - Car park on the
D43 road
Arrival : MONTCLAR - Car park on the
D43 road
Cities : 1. Montclar
2. Preixan
3. Rouffiac-d'Aude
4. Pomas
5. Cépie

Altimetric profile

 
Min elevation 160 m Max elevation 359 m

Signs: Yellow and the orange circaète eagle

From the sign in the village, take the D43 downhill.              

After a turn on the right, turn left for 50m/164ft towards La Salle. Then take the earth
track going up. At the top, turn left onto the small tarred road. Leave the road leading
to La Salle on the right and follow the path.           

At the crossroads of tracks, continue to the right in the direction of the crest line
along the vineyard. Viewpoint on the left on Carcassonne and on the other side on the
place called "Arnauteuille" and the village of Montclar further to the right.

The vineyard gives way further on to a thicket of holm oaks. In the undergrowth,
there is fragon and along the path these cistus, blue carnations of Montpellier (small
blue flowers, thin and tall stems), sweet peas (pink and white. Pass in front of the
magnificent holm oak (Auzina in Occitan) where wild boars rub to get rid of parasites.
The traces of mud left by the animals are permanent on the trunk.

Further on, turn right and go down.

Take the small marked path, more pleasant than the previous one. The “asphalt
grass” (its name comes from the smell it gives off when you crumple it) colonizes the
edge of the path (opposite).

Turn right at the crossroads, the path goes uphill and ends with a small steep slope
leading you to the arboretum. At the very bottom, cross the brook and don't miss this
small detour of 30 meters which leads you to a waterfall, a cool and humid place,
colonized by horsetail and also occupied by a variety of fern, "le capillaire"
(Maidenhair spleenwort).

Take the path again and go up to the road D43, cross and turn left for about 120m/
400ft. Take the upward path which leads to the Pech de Gabarre.

At the junction with the track, turn right and follow this ridge overlooking the
campsite. A nice view on the left, over Limoux and its tile factory (the big roof). The
path climbs on the left quite abruptly, then descends steeply with, in the hollow, a
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muddy part. Continue on the highest path in the undergrowth. Strong rise on a gullied
path.               

At the highest point of the route, don't miss this little detour to the left which offers a
panoramic view on the Pyrenees. Go back to the forest crossroads and go down the
gravel track (steep descent) which runs along the lower part of the cereal crops
where the harrier often flies.                

At the river, turn right. A steep ascent to the village. A drinking water tap is available
in the parking lot on the other side of the road. After taking a breath, you will be able
to walk through the streets of the circular village called "circulade".
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On your path...

07/03/2025 • Le Circaète (Circaetus – « Snake Eagle ») 
4/5



All useful information

 Advices 

A voir également : Les rapaces : Diurnes (actifs pendant le jour), ou nocturnes
(actifs pendant la nuit), ils sont protégés car leur nombre est limité. Le Circaète
Jean-le-Blanc (diurne), préfère les régions chaudes et sèches mais apprécie
également les endroits où alternent prairies et forêts. Chasseur de reptiles
(couleuvres et vipères), il migre en hiver en Afrique ou au Sud du Sahara et revient
ici en avril-mai. On estime qu’une famille des Circaètes mange au moins cinq
serpents par jour. Lors d’étés humides (moins de reptiles), il remplace ces animaux
par de petits rongeurs et par de jeunes oiseaux. Pratique le vol sur place à une
hauteur de 20-30m et comme le faucon se laisse tomber sur sa proie. Il n’est pas
immunisé contre le venin des serpents mais ses pattes sont revêtues d’écailles et
sa vivacité est grande. Le busard Saint-Martin (diurne), migre également.
Appelé « Baron gris », il mesure 1,10m d’envergure pour un poids de 260g
seulement… Facile à reconnaître : ses deux ailes tendues, décorées dessus et
dessous par de longues bandes autocollantes noires dessinent alors, avec le corps,
une sorte de V très ouvert. Il plane (c’est bien le mot) au-dessus des champs, à 2m
du sol et cherche les campagnols qu’il repère grâce aux « réflecteurs
paraboliques » collés autour de ses yeux qui renvoient les cris des rongeurs jusqu’à
ses oreilles. Il est en permanence au-dessus des prairies et cultures de Montclar. 

How to come ? 

Transports

RTCA - Ligne H

Access

From the sign in the village, take the D43 downhill.              
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http://rtca.carcassonne-agglo.fr/infos/6

