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Through the vineyards and the
Malepère mountain range from Alairac
to Lavalette, along a section of the GR
78 trail… will you be able to spot the
red-legged partridge? 

The Malepère, a NATURA 2000 site, consists of
exceptional natural habitats, home to animal
and plant species of ecological significance. 

Heavily forested, the area owes its value to its
biogeographic location—subject to both
Mediterranean and Atlantic influences—and to
its role in bat conservation. 

Useful information

Practice : By foot

Duration : 3 h 30

Length : 11.0 km

Trek ascent : 270 m

Difficulty : Easy

Type : Boucle

Themes : Fauna

Malepère Trail
Malepère 
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Trek

Departure : ALAIRAC - Parking lot below
the school
Arrival : ALAIRAC - Parking lot below the
school
Cities : 1. Alairac
2. Lavalette
3. Roullens
4. Montclar

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 160 m Max elevation 318 m

Start from the parking lot behind the Alairac elementary school in the center of the
village (at the corner of the sign). 

Head down Avenue de la Malepère, passing in front of City Hall, then continue
straight ahead at the Y-junction toward Arzens and Montréal. 

At the stop sign, cross the D211 and head straight ahead onto “Chemin des Castels.”
On the left side of this road, a few almond trees line the slope. 

Take the first path on the right, which descends slightly; there’s a wayside cross on
the right-hand corner. Pass by the “Goutal” farm, where the remains of a windmill
wheel and a hand-cranked pump stand. 

The path winds through vineyards and farmland. 

To the right, a view of Lavalette. Here, vineyards dominate the landscape. 

Pass the two turns—first to the left, then to the right—and take in the sight of the
great cedar of Lebanon, standing alone in the middle of the vineyard. 

After the stadium, at the junction with the D48, turn right toward the village. Two old
mills, to the left of the road, are a reminder that grain was once at the core of the
village. At the cemetery, the oldest cross in the Aude department bears an engraved
date: 1540. 

There’s a slight uphill stretch as you enter the village; pass by the post office, and at
the intersection, head straight ahead toward Roullens and Limoux on the D211. 

In exiting the village, at the first left turn, continue straight ahead between the two
properties lined with thuja trees. 

This path crosses vineyards and farmland, then passes through the “Ganès” stream. 

At the crossroad, continue to the right uphill. Follow the top edge of the field, then
enter the woods along the trail. Follow the marked path that leads to “Lavax.” 
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Before reaching this property, take a sharp right turn and follow this trail downhill
through the woods. As you cross the “Ganès” stream, take a moment to admire the
tall trees in the valley hollow: willows, oaks, and acacias. 

The road climbs steeply to the D18, which you take to the right for 50 meters. 

Cross the road and follow the fence downhill to a small grove further down. Cross the
small stream and follow the path to the right as it climbs and runs through the
vineyards. 

Red-legged partridges thrive in this area, and you might be lucky enough to spot
them. 

In the spring, wild pansies and violets stand out along the edges of the slope with
their distinctive colors. 

You’ll reach a junction with the road; follow it to the right. On the left, before the
cemetery, there is an old windmill. 

At the corner of the cemetery, on the Alairac loop, turn right to return to the school. 
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On your path...

08/14/2026 • Malepère Trail
4/6



All useful information

 Advices 

La perdrix rouge habite les collines, les plaines et les vignes de l’Europe du Sud-
Ouest. Elle est la proie préférée des renards. A partir du mois de février, les mâles
revendiquent un territoire dont ils défendent les limites en livrant de violents
combats à ses voisins. Les coqs font une cour très empressée aux femelles puis
s’unissent en couple au début de la saison des amours. Habituellement la poule
pond, dans une dépression creusée dans le sol, de 8 à 13 œufs qu’elle couve
seule pendant 23 à 24 jours. Les oisillons commencent à voler dès l’âge de 4
jours. En cas de danger, il se dispersent précipitamment et se cachent dans les
fourrés. Ils ne réapparaissent que sur un cri d’appel de leur mère. Plus tard,
plusieurs familles peuvent se regrouper pour, l’hiver venu, former parfois des
compagnies comptant jusqu’à 30 individus.

La Mairie de Lavalette : occupe aujourd’hui l’ancien presbytère.

Le portail de l’église d’Alairac : Il date du XIIIème siècle, on peut comprendre le
nom de « mauvaise pierre » (Malepère). Le grès n’a pas la résistance du calcaire,
ni du granit et s’effrite par l’érosion.

A Alairac : multiservices, distributeur automatique à La Poste 
A Lavalette : tous commerces, services, essence

How to come ? 

Transports

Ligne F : Carcassonne - Lavalette - Alaraic - Arzens

Access

D 18 - then follow D 211

Advised parking

Ecole d'Alairac
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https://rtca.carcassonne-agglo.fr/lignes-horaires/


 Information desks 

Office Tourisme Grand Carcassonne
2 square Gambetta, 11000 carcassonne

contact@grand-carcassonne-tourisme.fr
Tel : 04 98 78 58 90
https://www.grand-carcassonne-
tourisme.fr/votre-sejour/pratique/loffice-
de-tourisme/nos-bureaux-dinformations/
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