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Useful information

Category : Attractions

Type : Cultural attractions
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Description

This beautiful Gothic building in the style of the Languedoc region was constructed in
the late 13th and early 14th centuries, and had chapels added to it up to the 16th
century. Mentioned as a parish church in 1251 in the registers of Pope John XXIlI, the
church of Arzens was already listed in 1269 under the name of St Genies. The history
of Arzens has seen some dramatic episodes since the end of the 16th century. In
1574, the Huguenots captured the village, from which they were driven out by Baron
de Mirepoix, the seigneur of Arzens. However, in 1591, the French Holy League took
Pezens and laid siege to Arzens. According to eyewitness accounts, the priests were
killed on the altar, the village burnt and razed, and the church set on fire. It was
restored in the 19th century. A dated cross (1649) at the corner of Rue du Portanel
and La Promenade is decorated with the symbol of the scallop shell, a reminder of
the passage of pilgrims to Compostela. Saint-Genes church can only be admired from
the outside, except on Heritage Days when tours are organised.
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All useful information

Contact

Téléphone fixe :
+33468762118

Adresse :

Place de I'église
11290 ARZENS
https://arzens.com
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